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UNCLAS STATE 179631 

BONN PLEASE PASS SECRETARY’S PARTY 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PGOV, PORG, CY, TU 

SUBJECT: SENATE MAJORITY LEADER BYRD COMMENTS ON TURKISH 
ARMS EMBARGO AND CYPRUS ON FACE THE NATION - JULY 16 

1 . SUMMARY: WHILE REPORTING ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO EUROPE, 
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AND IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT EUROPEAN CONCERN WITH 
VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF US POLICY, SENATOR BYRD FORCEFULLY 
SUPPORTED THE NEED TO REPEAL THE TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO. 

LATER IN THE PROGRAM HE RETURNED TO THE EMBARGO QUESTION 
AND SUGGESTED THAT WHILE THE TURKS HAVE ALREADY SHOWN 
SIGNS OF FLEXIBILITY ON CYPRUS THEY SHOULD DO MORE. HE 
THEN GAVE SOME SUGGESTIONS RE VAROSHA. 
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LATER. END SUMMARY. 

2. SENATOR BYRD STATED THAT IN ADDITION TO ENERGY THE 
TURKISH EMBARGO ISSUE WAS RAISED REPEATEDLY ON HIS TRIP. 

MANY EUROPEAN LEADERS (HE MENTIONED SCHMIDT AND CALLAGHAN 
BY NAME) WERE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION ON 
NATO'S SOUTHERN FLANK. HE WAS THEN ASKED WHEN THE SENATE 
WOULD ACT ON THE EMBARGO AND HE SAID THE DEBATE AND VOTE 
COULD COME THIS WEEK. 

3. BYRD SAID HE WILL SUPPORT REPEAL. IN ELABORATING UPON 
HIS REASONS FOR DOING SO HE CITED GENERAL HAIG ON THE 
DETERIORATION OF TURKISH FORCES, MENTIONING THAT THE TURK- 
ISH ARMED FORCES HAVE HAD TO CANNIBALIZE THEIR AIR FORCE 
AND ARMOUR TO THE POINT WHERE LESS THAN FIFTY PERCENT OF 
THEIR AIRCRAFT ARE SERVICEABLE. HE SAID THEY ARE ALSO 
DANGEROUSLY LOW IN SPARE PARTS. HE THEN MENTIONED THAT 
TURKEY FIELDS A 500,000 MAN ARMY, COMMITTED TO NATO, WHICH 
TIES DOWN SOME 25 WARSAW PACT DIVISIONS. 

4. HE THEN TURNED TO TURKEY S GEO-STRATEGIC POSITION, 

NOTING THAT THEY ARE VITAL TO THE PROTECTION OF GREECE 
AND ALL OF NATO. HE CITED REPORTS FROM US MILITARY AND 
INTELLIGENCE LEADERS CONCERNING CRITICAL ROLE OF THE FIVE 
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BASES IN TURKEY FROM WHICH WE USED TO MONITOR SOVIET MILI- 
TARY DEVELOPMENTS. HE ADDED THAT GIVEN CONTINUING SOVIET 
MILITARY BUILD UP THESE BASES TAKE ON ADDED IMPORTANCE. 

FOR THESE REASONS HE CONCLUDED THE ARMS EMBARGO SHOULD BE 
REPEALED. 

5. HE CLOSED THIS SECTION OF HIS ANSWER STATING THAT THE 
UNITED STATES MUST AT THE SAME TIME CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS 
TO REACH A CYPRUS SOLUTION AND WE MUST ALSO HELP GREECE. 

6. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PANEL COMMENTED THAT 

BYRD HAD MADE A VERY PERSUASIVE CASE BUT ASKED IF HE WOULD 
WIN. BYRD RESPONDED THAT THE POTENTIAL VOTES EXISTED IN 
THE SENATE BUT THAT HE COULD NOT SPEAK FOR THE HOUSE. 

7. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 30 MINUTE SHOW, WHEN AN OPPOR- 
TUNITY AROSE, SEN BYRD RETURNED TO THE TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO. 
HE STATED THAT THE TURKISH SIDE HAS SHOWN FLEXIBILITY BUT 
THEY SHOULD DO MORE REGARDING THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. FOR 
EXAMPLE, HE EXPLAINED THAT THE IMPORTANT GREEK CITY OF 
VAROSHA WAS NOW EMPTY BUT UNDER TURKISH MILITARY CONTROL. 
THE TURKISH SIDE HAD MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY THAT 35,000 
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GREEK CYPRIOTS COULD RETURN. BYRD SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE THE TURKISH SIDE TURN OVER VAROSHA TO THE UN NOW SO 
THAT THE GREEK CYPRIOTS COULD BEGIN GOING BACK. THIS HE 
STATED WOULD BE A VERY POSITIVE DISPLAY OF TURKISH FLEXI- 
BILITY. CHRISTOPHER 
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TAGS: PGOV, PORG, CY, TU 

SUBJECT: SENATE MAJORITY LEADER BYRD COMMENTS ON TURKISH 
ARMS EMBARGO AND CYPRUS ON FACE THE NATION - JULY 16 

1 . SUMMARY: WHILE REPORTING ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO EUROPE, 

AND IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT EUROPEAN CONCERN WITH 
VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF US POLICY, SENATOR BYRD FORCEFULLY 
SUPPORTED THE NEED TO REPEAL THE TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO. 

LATER IN THE PROGRAM HE RETURNED TO THE EMBARGO QUESTION 
AND SUGGESTED THAT WHILE THE TURKS HAVE ALREADY SHOWN 
SIGNS OF FLEXIBILITY ON CYPRUS THEY SHOULD DO MORE. HE 
THEN GAVE SOME SUGGESTIONS RE VAROSHA. 
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LATER. END SUMMARY. 

2. SENATOR BYRD STATED THAT IN ADDITION TO ENERGY THE 
TURKISH EMBARGO ISSUE WAS RAISED REPEATEDLY ON HIS TRIP. 

MANY EUROPEAN LEADERS (HE MENTIONED SCHMIDT AND CALLAGHAN 
BY NAME) WERE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION ON 
NATO'S SOUTHERN FLANK. HE WAS THEN ASKED WHEN THE SENATE 
WOULD ACT ON THE EMBARGO AND HE SAID THE DEBATE AND VOTE 
COULD COME THIS WEEK. 

3. BYRD SAID HE WILL SUPPORT REPEAL. IN ELABORATING UPON 
HIS REASONS FOR DOING SO HE CITED GENERAL HAIG ON THE 
DETERIORATION OF TURKISH FORCES, MENTIONING THAT THE TURK- 
ISH ARMED FORCES HAVE HAD TO CANNIBALIZE THEIR AIR FORCE 
AND ARMOUR TO THE POINT WHERE LESS THAN FIFTY PERCENT OF 
THEIR AIRCRAFT ARE SERVICEABLE. HE SAID THEY ARE ALSO 
DANGEROUSLY LOW IN SPARE PARTS. HE THEN MENTIONED THAT 
TURKEY FIELDS A 500,000 MAN ARMY. COMMITTED TO NATO, WHICH 
TIES DOWN SOME 25 WARSAW PACT DIVISIONS. 

4. HE THEN TURNED TO TURKEY S GEO-STRATEGIC POSITION, 

NOTING THAT THEY ARE VITAL TO THE PROTECTION OF GREECE 
AND ALL OF NATO. HE CITED REPORTS FROM US MILITARY AND 
INTELLIGENCE LEADERS CONCERNING CRITICAL ROLE OF THE FIVE 
BASES IN TURKEY FROM WHICH WE USED TO MONITOR SOVIET MILI- 
TARY DEVELOPMENTS. HE ADDED THAT GIVEN CONTINUING SOVIET 
MILITARY BUILD UP THESE BASES TAKE ON ADDED IMPORTANCE. 

FOR THESE REASONS HE CONCLUDED THE ARMS EMBARGO SHOULD BE 
REPEALED. 

5. HE CLOSED THIS SECTION OF HIS ANSWER STATING THAT THE 
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UNITED STATES MUST AT THE SAME TIME CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS 
TO REACH A CYPRUS SOLUTION AND WE MUST ALSO HELP GREECE. 

6. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PANEL COMMENTED THAT 

BYRD HAD MADE A VERY PERSUASIVE CASE BUT ASKED IF HE WOULD 
WIN. BYRD RESPONDED THAT THE POTENTIAL VOTES EXISTED IN 
THE SENATE BUT THAT HE COULD NOT SPEAK FOR THE HOUSE. 

7. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 30 MINUTE SHOW, WHEN AN OPPOR 
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TUNITY AROSE, SEN BYRD RETURNED TO THE TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO. 

HE STATED THAT THE TURKISH SIDE HAS SHOWN FLEXIBILITY BUT 
THEY SHOULD DO MORE REGARDING THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. FOR 
EXAMPLE, HE EXPLAINED THAT THE IMPORTANT GREEK CITY OF 
VAROSHA WAS NOW EMPTY BUT UNDER TURKISH MILITARY CONTROL. 

THE TURKISH SIDE HAD MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY THAT 35,000 
GREEK CYPRIOTS COULD RETURN. BYRD SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE THE TURKISH SIDE TURN OVER VAROSHA TO THE UN NOW SO 
THAT THE GREEK CYPRIOTS COULD BEGIN GOING BACK. THIS HE 
STATED WOULD BE A VERY POSITIVE DISPLAY OF TURKISH FLEXI- 
BILITY. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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